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County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local [] district 1 buildings
[] public-State [ site sites
(] public-Federal ] structure structures
[] object objects
1 Total

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Religious: religious facility (church)

(Enter categories from instructions)

Religious: religious facility (church)

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)

Romanesgue foundation  granite
walls  brick, with brownstone ornamentation
roof  slate, with copper flashing
other

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8 Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

[:] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[]D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria considerations
(mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[X] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[]B removed from its original location.

[ ]c abirthplace or grave.

[ ]D acemetery.

[ ]E areconstructed building, object or structure.
[ 1F acommemorative property.

[[] G lessthan 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
1890-1891

Significant Dates
July 18, 1890 (laying of comerstone)

September 27, 1891 (dedication of completed building)

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown
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Architectural Description

The First Baptist Church of Hoboken, N.J., is a brick- , brownstone- and granite-faced church built in the
Richardsonian Romanesque Revival style during 1890 and 1891 (Photograph #2). The building consists of a
sanctuary atop an all-purpose room built on a foundation several feet below street level, a three-story extension
built simultaneously as the church’s office quarters and an integral three-story bell tower that rises above the
church’s main entrance on Bloomfield Street at Ninth Street. The building, supported by masonry walls and
wooden rafters, occupies virtually an entire 4,900-square-foot parcel at the northeast intersection of the two
streets in an urban residential neighborhood of connected late 19th century townhouses (Photograph #1). Three
walls of the sanctuary curve outward toward the western, southern and eastern property lines, creating a nave
with a radial seating arrangement. Those curved walls also create small exterior spaces that are filled by,
respectively, a small, concrete-paved church yard (adjacent to the public sidewalk on Bloomfield Street), a
secondary entrance, a sunken light well and a one-story porch (each adjacent to the public sidewalk on Ninth
Street) and a landlocked unusable space (abutting the rear of neighboring buildings on Washington Street),
which runs parallel to Bloomfield Street). The building remains in generally good condition. Only a few
unsympathetic alterations mar the exterior of the original edifice.

As described further below, the architecture of First Baptist Church primarily embodies the Romanesque
Revival style but also incorporates architectural characteristics of the slightly earlier Queen Anne style of
building design.

Exterior

Building materials

The primary and secondary facades of this corner building utilize materials that emphasize the volume
and massing of the building’s components. The church rises from a rusticated, dark-gray granite base capped
with a smooth, matching-gray, beveled course of smooth bluestone that forms a water table (Photograph #4).
The walls above feature tan-colored brick laid in stretcher courses with flush, matching-color mortar joints
(Photographs #5, #6). The bricks that frame the building’s window reveals and doorway openings feature
rounded corners (Photograph #5). Brownstone -- in the form of belt courses and horizontally aligned
architectural details, and variously carved and rusticated (Photograph #13) -- divides the building’s primary and
secondary brick facades into three visual layers (Photographs #5, #10). Slate-tile roofing, and cornices and
copper ridge trim cap the different components of the building (Photograph #2). The building appears to be
built entirely of masonry and wood, with no iron framing or supports. The only iron building component
consists of iron filigree with intertwining floral patterns used a grille on the secondary opening (Photograph
#11) and the porch on the secondary facade (Photograph #14). A decorative iron fence separates the property
from the public sidewalks on the primary elevation (Photograph #4) and secondary elevations (Photograph #12).
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Bell Tower

The southern end of the primary facade and the western end of the secondary facade, along Ninth Street,
embody the building’s highest and most prominent element: a three-story square bell tower (Photograph #6).
The bell tower rises from the rusticated granite base. At that point the base extends westward to the street to
encompass a set of 11 bluestone stairs up from Bloomfield Street to the narthex that opens into the sanctuary on
the first floor (Photograph #7). Large blocks of smooth brownstone cap the rusticated granite walls on each side
of the steps.

The first two levels of the Bloomfield Street elevation of the bell tower includes a north-facing extension capped
with a conical, steep slate roof (Photograph #6). The base of the small cylindrical extension of the bell tower
accommodates a former doorway (now blocked by painted sheet metal). The upper level of the cylindrical
extension houses a stairway that circles upward in a counterclockwise direction to provide access from the
narthex to the room above. Two small windows, facing north follow the slope of the winding stairway inside..
A denticulated iron cornice joins the brickwork to the roof.

The next-highest section of the bell tower (the narthex) accommodates the massive entry to the
sanctuary: an arched surround of carved brownstone that springs from the top of the steps and frames a double,
inward-opening wooden door. The arch rests upon two carved brownstone bases; the northern base consists of a
boy’s face; the southern base, a girl’s face (Photograph #7). A rusticated brownstone belt course horizontally
bisects the entry.

Above the narthex level sits another level, distinguished by a belt course of rusticated brownstone
between the two levels and by a single oculus window with muntins that that divide the clear glass into 26 clear
lites (Photograph #37). The window admits light into a vacant room below the portion of the tower that once
housed the church’s bell (or bells) (Photograph #38). A brownstone denticulated belt course marks the top of
this level.

The topmost of the four sections of the tower consists of a belfry that rises above the building, thereby
making all four elevations of the belfry the only building element visible from all four directions (Photographs
#2, #6, #9, #17). The western elevation includes three bays facing Bloomfield Street. The center bay consists
of two vertical openings that once held horizontal louvers, angled downward to the street, according to historic
photos. Plywood now covers the original openings. The north side of the main elevation consists of a square
protruding pilaster that contains two narrow vertical slits -- one atop the other. The south side of the primary
elevation consists of a chamfered protruding pilaster ornamented with a colonnette that rises from a brownstone
base to the cornice above. A steep pyramidal slate roof caps the tower. The roof flares slightly at its base on the
west elevation to receive the extra volume of the pilasters. The roof on the west elevation also contains a cutout
that embraces an additional elevation of brickwork. Three narrow vertical openings in the extra elevation of
brickwork emphasize the height of the tower when one looks at the primary elevation of the building.
Decorative copper flashing on the roof of the bell tower further accentuates the importance of the tower.
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The primary facade runs 70 feet along the east side of Bloomfield Street north from the intersection of
Ninth Street. It is asymmetrical. At its northern end, the church-office portion of the building features a three-
story squared tower capped with a steep, pyramidal slate roof (Photograph #4). It rises from the rusticated dark
gray granite base capped with a beveled course of smooth bluestone. The two upper levels of the north tower
feature tan-colored brick with flush mortar joints. A rusticated brownstone belt course differentiates the second
story of the church-office tower from the first story.

One bay of the tower faces west toward Bloomfield Street and one bay faces south toward Ninth Street.
The west-facing elevation contains an arched wooden double-leaf door in the granite base accessible from a
staircase of seven bluestone steps that descend from the public sidewalk. A small decorative-glass window
flanks the door on the south. Above the entrance, a large round-headed window with two-over-two sash
punctuates the first-floor facade. A pair of small round-arched windows marks the top floor; their stained-glass
upper lites remain intact over replacement sashes below. A copper, denticulated cornice demarcates the base of
the steep, pyramidal slate roof.

On the south-facing bay of the office tower, a round-arched double doorway opens onto a curved set of
eight bluestone steps that lead from the first-floor level down to Bloomfield Street.

The largest portion of the primary facade consists of the western wall of the sanctuary and the all-
purpose room (Photograph #5). Rusticated gray granite forms the base of the facade. The base contains three
grade-level, double-hung, two-over-two sash windows that admit light into the all-purpose room. Two
buttresses support the outward-curving sanctuary wall. The buttresses, approximately four feet deep at the base
and three feet at their highest point, two-thirds up the wall, match the facade that they support. They include a
granite base and brickwork above. Their street-facing caps take the form of triangular pediments carved from
the same type of brownstone that forms the building’s belt courses. Three small round-arched windows above
the granite base mark the north side of the sanctuary’s wall. Three large round-arched stained-glass windows
located above the granite base dominate the sanctuary wall. A belt course of rusticated brownstone forms the
sill of the three dominant stained-glass windows. Above the curved sanctuary wall, the facade reverts to a
vertical plane by means of the ascending courses of corbelled brick forming a pedimented gable flush with the
outermost protrusion of the curved wall. The dominant front-facing gable frames three round-arched stained-
glass windows that are intersected by a rusticated brownstone belt course. Polychrome cream and beige
geometric-pattern tiles complete the design of the gable. The gable supports the west-facing, triangular flat
pediment of the building’s cross-gable roof. At the center of the roof, at the intersection of the gables, stands a
low-slope pyramidal slate roof atop the clerestory windows (now enveloped with brown-painted sheet metal but
still faintly visible from inside the sanctuary) that historic photos show as part of a light vault atop the center of
the sanctuary (Photograph #2, #18).
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Secondary facade

The secondary facade extends easterly along Ninth Street for 70 feet from Bloomfield Street (Photograph
#10). The rusticated granite walls of the entry stairway, capped with smooth brownstone blocks, constitute the
westernmost architectural element of the asymmetrical secondary facade. As on the primary facade, the bell
tower forms the most prominent feature of the secondary facade. A gray granite rusticated base anchors the bell
tower. A set of six steps from the Ninth Street sidewalk leads down to a small doorway in an opening (now
painted white) through the rusticated granite base of the tower.

The southern wall of the narthex rises from the base. It features an arch surround framing two narrow,
vertical windows. A rusticated brownstone belt course, an extension of the belt course on the primary facade,
forms the sill of the window openings. Below the belt course, at the corner of the building, rests the building’s
cornerstone: a block of brownstone giving the year that construction began -- “18 AD 90” -- and, on the end
that faces Bloomfield Street, a Celtic cross (Photograph #8).

The third-from-the-base section of the bell tower also features, similar to its primary-facade counterpart,
two rusticated brownstone belt courses -- one at the bottom of the section and another with supplementary
carving in the style of a denticulated cornice, at the top. The smooth tan-colored brick atop the lower belt
features a rounded brownstone arch that extends up from the belt course and frames geometric-patterned, cream-
colored and beige brick tiles. The polychrome brickwork appears to form a round transom above the
rectangular windows below but, in fact, the patterned brick constitutes a blind window; the glass in the window
into the narthex ends at the belt course below the false transom (Photograph #10).

The southern facade of the top level of the bell tower differs slightly from its western-facade counterpart
in that it lacks the pilasters that protrude from the western elevation but contains four (not just one) colonnettes
(Photograph #9). The colonnettes rise from a brownstone sill to meet the cornice. They frame three vertical
openings (now covered with plywood).

At grade level on the secondary elevation, the bell tower meets a secondary opening to the narthex: a
protruding one-story, round-arched opening, covered with a hipped, slate roof, that accommodates a set of 10
bluestone steps that make a 90-degree turn from the narthex down to Ninth Street (Photograph #10). A narrow
window, now sealed with sheet metal, faces north from the projecting bay. Above the steps and under the one-
story roof, three stained-glass windows open into the sanctuary.

The largest portion of the secondary facade consists of the southern wall of the sanctuary and the all-purpose
room (Photograph #10). Rusticated gray granite forms the base of the facade. The base contains three grade-
level double-hung, two-over-two sash windows that admit light from a deep light well into the all-purpose
room. Two buttresses rise two-thirds of the way up the facade to support the outward-curving sanctuary wall.
The buttresses match the pair of buttresses on the primary facade; they include granite bases, brickwork above,
step backs and caps carved of the same type of brownstone that forms the building’s belt courses. One the
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secondary facade, the buttresses serve a second function. They not only support the sanctuary wall but only also
anchor the secondary entrance to the narthex and form part of the porch at the east end of the building.

Three large round-arched stained-glass windows located above the granite base dominate the sanctuary
wall. A belt course of rusticated brownstone forms the sill of the three dominant stained-glass windows. Above
the curved sanctuary wall, the secondary facade reverts to a vertical plane by means of the ascending courses of
corbelled brick forming a pedimented gable flush with the outermost projection of the curved wall. The gable
frames three round-arched head stained-glass windows intersected by a rusticated brownstone belt course.
Polychrome cream and beige geometric-pattern tiles complete the design of the gable. The gable supports the
south-facing, triangular flat pediment of the building’s cross-gable roof.

At the center of the roof, at the intersection of the gables, stands a low-slope pyramidal slate roof
(Photograph #9) atop the clerestory windows (now enveloped with brown-painted sheet metal but still faintly
visible from inside the sanctuary) that historic photos show as part of a light vault atop the center of the
sanctuary.

The eastern end of the secondary facade ends in a two-story cylindrical tower that rises from the building’s
rusticated granite base and terminates in a steep conical slate roof (Photograph #15) -- a roof that protrudes by
several inches over a one-story extension of the adjoining property to the east. The tower contains one small
stained-glass window and wooden double-leaf door. The tower joins the main portion of the secondary facade
by means of a one-story high porch that projects to the Ninth Street sidewalk and encompasses a doorway with a
set of eight bluestone steps that make a 90-degree turn from the doorway down to Ninth Street. A narrow
window, now sealed with sheet metal, faces west. Above the steps, and under the porch roof, three small round-
arched head stained-glass windows open into the sanctuary. The base contains an opening, now sealed with
brown-painted metal, at sidewalk level. Several feet away, within the sidewalk, lies an iron cover to what
originally may have been a coal chute into the building’s ground-level space. Ironwork with carved intertwining
floral details fully covers the porch opening.

Rear elevation (east)

The eastern facade of the building, barely visible from Ninth Street but clearly visible from the roof of
nearby four-story building on Washington Street, consists of an exterior faced with common red brick instead of
tan-colored brick (Photograph #16). The fenestration pattern on the east wall matches that of the west facade:
three small rounded-arch head stained-glass windows surmounting three large rounded-arch head stained-glass
windows. The east elevation of the bell tower resembles the south elevation.

Rear elevation (north)

The northern facade of the building consists mainly of a party wall with the adjoining three-story
townhouse at 909 Bloomfield Street and therefore is unfenestrated (Photograph #17). Only the now-obscured
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light vault admitted light from the north elevation. The north elevation also contains a chimney of plain design.
The north elevation of the bell tower resembles the south elevation.

Interior

Ground level: All-purpose room

The all purpose room covers almost the entire footprint of the building. An area at the north end (under the
former baptismal pool) serves as a kitchen with a pass-through counter opening into the large room (Photograph
#19). Access comes from both a sets of steps from Ninth Street and from an interior stairway from the
sanctuary. The all-purpose room covers a footprint similar to that of the sanctuary above but slightly smaller
because several closets and utility rooms extend into the space from the south wall. Three windows admit light
from Bloomfield Street (Photograph #19). The walls are painted white. Beige vinyl tile covers the floor. Six
columns support the sanctuary above; their irregular spacing suggests post-construction mitigation (or
prevention) of sanctuary-floor sagging (Photographs #19, #20). A stairway at the southeast corner of the all-
purpose room (Photograph #21) leads up to the sanctuary level (Photograph #22, #23).

First floor: Sanctuary

The sanctuary occupies almost the entire footprint of the first floor (Photograph #24). Doorways lead to
the entrance, the church-office area and a stairway to the all-purpose room below. The circular sanctuary offers
clear sight lines from unupholstered, unpainted, varnished carved-oak pews (Photograph #32) arranged in
curves on a raked floor that slopes downward from the south wall of the building to the north wall of the
building (Photograph #25). Two aisles separate the pews into three sections. The wide center section contains
11 pews and the two smaller side sections contain 10 pews each. A third aisle bisects the seven rear rows of the
wide center section to provide easier access (Photograph #26). Narrow aisles between the sides of the sanctuary
(on the west and east) provide alternate access between the front and rear of the sanctuary. Unpainted varnished
wainscoting rings the side and rear walls of the sanctuary and contains insets for the sanctuary’s nine metal
radiators.

At the front of the sanctuary (Photograph #26), a large niche contains a former choir loft, pipes from a
former pipe organ (since removed), and infill planks, covered by carpet and now supporting a lectern and six
chairs, atop what once was a baptismal pool for use when the church served a Baptist congregation (a
congregation of Seventh-day Adventists has owned the building since 1959).

A door leads to the narthex from the southwest portion of the sanctuary. Another door, from the
southeast portion of the sanctuary, leads to a stairway of 17 steps down to the all-purpose room (Photograph
#27). At the front of the sanctuary (Photograph #26), a door at the northeast corner leads to an office area that
opens onto what once was the baptismal pool and may have served as a robing room. Symmetrical to the
northeast door, a door at the northwest corner leads to the church office area.
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Carved wooden beams that appear to be walnut support the unfinished dark wood ceiling and the former
light-vault above it (Photograph #28), as well as a four large chandeliers with eight bare incandescent bulbs each
-- the only electric-light fixtures that supplement the natural light in the sanctuary. A six-bulb chandelier of
similar design and barely visible in the now obscured light vault hangs above the center of the sanctuary.

The center stained-glass window (Photograph #31) among the three on the west wall (on Bloomfield
Street) depicts Moses leadlng his followers to the “Promised Land” and memorializes the Rev. A. S. Patton,
pastor from 1855 to 1859." The center stained-glass window (Photograph #27) among the three on the south
wall (on Ninth Street), called the “baptismal window,” depicts John the Baptist baptizing Jesus. The window
memorializes Deacon T. W. Thomas, who in 1847 recommended that the two-year congregation purchase a lot
on the southwest corner of Third and Washmgton Streets in Hoboken for the construction of the first of the
congregation’s three completed church buildings." On the east wall (parallel to Bloomfield Street), the center
stained-glass window (Photograph #29) depicts Jesus holding a lamb and memorializes the Rev. Josiah Hatt,
pastor from 1846 to 1854, during which period the congregation dedicated its first building, on the southwest
corner of Third and Washington Streets in Hoboken. ii

At the front of the sanctuary three sets of small round-arched head windows admit light from the west
and east elevations (Photograph #26). The other windows contain written dedications. White paint covers the
plaster walls of the sanctuary above the wainscoting. Burgundy carpeting covers the floor.

Narthex

The narthex contains a window (Photograph #33) on the south (on Ninth Street), a double-leaf door on
the west (the main entrance), a door on the north that leads to a spiral staircase up to the belfry, a double
doorway (Photograph #34) with glass panels that leads into the sanctuary at an angle from the northeastern part
of the narthex, a double-leaf door on the east (Photograph #35) that leads to the secondary entrance on Ninth
Street, and a stained-glass window on the south that overlooks Ninth Street.

Mid-section of bell tower

Atop the spiral staircase (Photograph #36) from the narthex stands an unfinished room (Photographs
#37, #38) below the part of the bell tower that was built to house the bell or bells. No evidence exists of an
opening from the mid-section room to the space above -- perhaps a function of an alteration project that sought
to seal the bell tower from bird infestation.

Church office and ancillary space

Behind the front (north) wall of the sanctuary are located two rooms used as church offices -- one at
sanctuary level (Photographs #39, #40) and the other above. A short flight of steps (Photograph #41) also leads
to the infill-planked area atop the former baptismal pool from a small room (Photograph #42) now used as
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another office, that once served as an anteroom for the baptismal pool and also for access to the rear of the organ
pipes. A corridor runs behind the chancel (Photograph #43).

Alterations

Only a few unsympathetic alterations (apparently made after 1954) mar the original edifice. For example,
brown-painted sheet metal covers the pink- and blue-paned clerestory windows (still faintly visible from inside)
that once admitted light into a large light vault centered over the sanctuary (Photographs #3, #28). Painted
plywood panels (Photograph #2) have replaced the horizontal angled wooden louvers that originally conducted
the church-bell sounds through the vertical slits in the bell tower. The panels were added after 1985 in an
apparent effort to deter roosting birds."” A satellite dish extends from the bell tower (Photograph #9) and
another rises above the porch roof along Ninth Street (Photographs #10 #15). At grade level, a step-down entry
through the rusticated granite base into the assembly hall underneath the sanctuary suffers from a recent coating
of white paint. Modern window frames replace the original lower sashes in two windows in the office space
(Photograph #39). Apart from several modern polyvinyl chloride downspouts connected to period-appropriate
copper leaders along the eaves, most of the building’s current exterior fabric appears to consist of original
building materials. '

Inside, the sanctuary’s pews appear to retain their original natural-wood composition and placement, but
part of the chancel at the front of the sanctuary seems to be missing, possibly a casualty to the current owner’s
desire to equip the sanctuary with a modern sound-amplifying lectern. The baptismal pool in the front of the
sanctuary that, pursuant to Baptist tradition, most likely played a central role in the admission of members into
the congregation, remains intact but hidden under planking and carpeting (Photographs #24, #26, #27).
Although organ pipes continue to adorn the walls at the front of the sanctuary, members of the current
congregation associated with the building’s current owner removed the organ itself during the past several
decades.” (The New Jersey Conference Association of Seventh-day Adventists, headquartered in Trenton, New
Jersey, purchased the building in 1959 and a Spanish-speaking Seventh-day Adventist congregation has
worshipped in the building since then.)"' During the past several decades, the current congregation reportedly
replaced the original slate roof with period-appropriate slate. In addition, the current owner steam-cleaned
the brick and also, where necessary, repaired the original copper flashing or replaced it with new copper
flashing.™

The quality of the original construction served the building well, mitigating the First Baptist

congregation’s documented recurring financial problems that, most likely, resulted in deferred maintenance."

' A Century in the First Baptist Church of Hoboken, New Jersey, 1945, p.6. Paul J. Somerville, a member of the Hoboken Historic
Preservation Commission, assisted in identifying the Biblical imagery of the primary stained-glass windows in the sanctuary.

# Ibid. The congregation sold the Third and Washington Streets building and built a second building, at Third and Bloomfield Streets
in Hoboken, which it occupied from 1852 through 1891. Prior to building its first completed church building at Third and Washington
Streets, the congregation in 1845 started construction of a church building at the corner of Meadow (now Park) Avenue and Fourth
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